
 

  

 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet held at County Hall, Glenfield on Thursday, 11 
December 2014.  
 

PRESENT 
 

Mr. N. J. Rushton CC (in the Chair) 
 

Mr. R. Blunt CC 
Mr. Dave Houseman MBE, CC 
Mr. J. T. Orson JP CC 
Mr. P. C. Osborne CC 
Mr. I. D. Ould CC 
 

Mr. B. L. Pain CC 
Mrs. P. Posnett CC 
Mr. J. B. Rhodes CC 
Mr. E. F. White CC 
 

 

In attendance 
 
Mr. G .A. Hart CC  
 
Mr. S. J. Galton CC, Mr. Max Hunt CC, Mr. M. H. Charlesworth CC, Mr. L. Spence CC, 
Mr S. J. Hampson CC  
 

235. Minutes of the previous meeting.  
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 19 November 2014 were taken as read, confirmed 
and signed. 
 

236. Urgent Items.  
 
There were no urgent items for consideration. 
 

237. Declarations of Interest.  
 
The Chairman invited members who wished to do so to declare any interest in respect of 
items on the agenda for the meeting. He declared a personal interest in item no. 6 on the 
agenda (Review and Consolidation of Voluntary and Community Sector Support for 
Children and Family Services) as his sister was a volunteer at the Parent and Carer 
Council, a voluntary body which might be affected by future proposals.  
 
Mrs P. Posnett CC declared a personal interest in item no. 6 on the agenda (Review and 
Consolidation of Voluntary and Community Sector Support for Children and Family 
Services) as the Chairman of Melton Mencap Group which might be affected by future 
proposals and also in item no. 8 on the agenda (King Edward VII Sports and Leisure 
Centre, Melton Mowbray: Proposed Sale to Melton Borough Council) as the Deputy 
Leader of Melton Borough Council. She undertook to leave the meeting whilst those 
items were considered.  
 
Mr. J. B. Rhodes CC declared a personal interest which might lead to bias in item no. 7 
on the agenda (Concessionary Travel Charges for Park and Ride Services) as a 
Concessionary user of the service and a personal interest in item no. 8 on the agenda 
(King Edward VII Sports and Leisure Centre, Melton Mowbray: Proposed Sale to Melton 
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Borough Council) as the Leader of Melton Borough Council. He undertook to leave the 
meeting whilst these items was considered.  
 
Mr. J. T. Orson JP CC declared a personal interest in item no. 8 on the agenda (King 
Edward VII Sports and Leisure Centre, Melton Mowbray: Proposed Sale to Melton 
Borough Council) as a member of Melton Borough Council. 
 

238. Medium Term Financial Strategy 2015/16 to 2018/19.  
 
The Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Corporate Resources setting out the 
proposed Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) for 2015/16 to 2018/19, for 
consultation and scrutiny. A copy of the report, marked ‘4’, and a supplementary report 
setting out the detailed proposals filed with these minutes. 
 
Mr Rhodes CC said that the County Council found itself in a very difficult position which 
had been exacerbated by the comparatively low funding it received from the Government 
compared to other local authorities.  
 
The Leader said that the County Council would continue to lobby Government and 
Leicestershire MPs to seek fairer funding.    
 
RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the proposed MTFS including the 2015/16 revenue budget and capital 

programme be approved for consultation and referred for consideration to the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committees and the Scrutiny Commission; 

 
b) That the Director of Corporate Resources, following consultation with the Cabinet 

Lead Member for Resources, be authorised to – 
 

I. agree a response to the draft Local Government Financial Settlement; 
 

II. proceed with the creation of a Business Rates Pool with the Leicestershire 
District Councils, Leicester City Council and the Leicester, Leicestershire and 
Rutland Combined Fire Authority, subject to a satisfactory business case; 

 
c) That the Director of Corporate Resources be authorised to approve advance design 

and other advance work on urgent schemes within the Capital Programme. 
 

(KEY DECISION) 
 

REASON FOR DECISION: 
 

To enable the Medium Term Financial Strategy for 2015/16 to 2018/19 to be agreed for 
consultation and submission to the Scrutiny Commission and appropriate Overview and 
Scrutiny committees. 
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239. Snibston.  
 
The Cabinet considered a joint report of the Director of Adults and Communities and the 
Director of Corporate Resources, regarding the business plan received from the Friends 
of Snibston and the County Council’s initial assessment of that plan. A copy of the report, 
marked ‘5’, is filed with these minutes as is the report of the independent financial 
assessor, which was circulated separately.  
 
The Cabinet noted comments from the local member Dr. T. Eynon CC and from Mr M. H. 
Charlesworth CC, copies of which are filed with these minutes. 
 
Mr Blunt CC said that the report and that of the independent financial assessor had 
raised some serious concerns with the Friends of Snibston’s business plan. The group 
had therefore been offered more time to develop the plan and their response would be 
considered by the Cabinet in January 2015.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the report and the assessments of the business case submitted by the Friends of 

Snibston be noted; 
 
b) That the Friends of Snibston be invited to submit further information by 24 December, 

2014 in support of their business case addressing the issues and deficiencies now 
highlighted to enable a further report to be made to the Cabinet in January; 

 
c) That the Cabinet receives a report at its meeting on 14 January 2015 detailing the 

evaluation of both the Friends of Snibston proposal and that of the County Council.  
 

(KEY DECISION) 
 
REASON FOR DECISION: 
 
To ensure that the Friends of Snibston are given a further opportunity to provide 
additional information on their business plan so that the Cabinet can consider the way 
forward for Snibston at its meeting in January before the approval of its Medium Term 
Financial Strategy in February 2015. 
 

240. Review and Consolidation of Voluntary and Community Sector Support for Children and 
Family Services.  
 
(Mrs. P. Posnett CC, having declared a personal interest in the matter, left the meeting 
whilst this item was considered.) 
 
The Cabinet considered a joint report of the Directors of Children and Family Services, 
Adult and Communities and Public Health, concerning the outcome of the consultation 
with voluntary and community sector organisations to help achieve the required savings 
of Children and Family Services identified within the Council’s Medium Term Financial 
Strategy. 
 
Mr Ould CC welcomed the County Council’s engagement with the voluntary sector 
through the consultation process and said the newly developed assessment tool would 
enable the County Council to determine which voluntary community sector contracts 
provide the authority with value for money and target assistance to the most vulnerable.  
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RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the consultation with Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS) organisations 

affected by the proposed savings and the outcome of this consultation be noted; 
 
b) That it be noted that a further appraisal regarding the impact of the proposed savings 

on particular organisations and groups is being undertaken; 
 
c) That the development of the assessment tool be noted and that it be used to prioritise 

future commissioning decisions; 
 
d) That a further, final report containing recommendations for savings and future 

commissioning decisions be presented to the Cabinet for agreement on 14th January 
2015; 

 
e) That all organisations affected by this change be contacted in writing to inform them 

that the current funding arrangements will cease on 31st March 2015, with the 
exception of any contract that has a specified end date later than 31st March 2015; 

 
f) That the Director of Children and Family Services following consultation with the 

Cabinet Lead Member, the County Solicitor and subject to EU procurement 
requirements, be authorised to extend or vary existing contracts or award new 
contracts of up to a maximum of one year duration in order to ensure the continuation 
of those services identified as priorities through use of the assessment tool referred to 
at 2(c) above whilst the new commissioning and procurement process takes place. 

 
(KEY DECISION) 
 
REASON FOR DECISION: 
 
The consultation responses were generally in favour of the principles set out in the 
consultation document. The responses have been considered in detail and are set out in 
detail as Appendix A. 
 
The Equality and Human Rights Impact Assessment (EHRIA) has indicated that, before 
making final decisions about the cessation or continuation of funding for VCS 
organisations, further appraisal would be useful with regard to the impact of the proposed 
savings on particular groups. The current EHRIA is attached as Appendix B. 
 
An assessment tool has been prepared that can transparently prioritise the outcomes that 
organisations deliver.  The tool adheres to the principles set out in the consultation 
document and the generally agreed priorities identified through the consultation process.  
It will inform future commissioning decisions.  If the Cabinet agrees to the 
recommendation regarding the use of the assessment tool, a final report will be 
presented on 14th January 2015 for decisions about savings and future commissioning 
within a significantly reduced budget envelope. 
 
For those organisations that are assessed, through the use of the tool, as being capable 
of meeting future priorities it will be necessary to extend the current funding 
arrangements to ensure that services can continue to be delivered whilst a new 
procurement process is undertaken. The future procurement process will not guarantee 
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funding to these organisations as the new services will be awarded through a competitive 
process. 
 
In order to comply with the good practice set out in the Compact with the VCS, 
organisations should be given 12 weeks’ notice of any change to funding arrangements.  
It is therefore necessary to provide notice of proposed change to all organisations 
affected by 31st December 2014 at the latest. The full list of organisations is appended 
as Appendix C.  However, that process is subject to the action, identified at paragraph 
2(f) for further assessment and, in appropriate cases, contract extensions. 
 
Rule 6 (b) (ii) of the Council’s Contract Procedure Rules (Part 4G of the Constitution) 
allows for the Executive to grant an exception to the Rules where it is satisfied that an 
exception is justified on its merits. 
 
(Mrs P. Posnett CC then returned to the meeting). 
 

241. Concessionary Travel Charges for Park and Ride Services.  
 
(Mr. J. B. Rhodes CC, having declared a personal interest which might lead to bias in the 
matter, left the meeting whilst this item was considered.) 
  
The Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Environment and Transport presenting 
the outcome of a consultation exercise on the proposed introduction of a charge for the 
use of Park and Ride Services for concessionary travel pass holders and to seek 
approval to introduce the charge subject to the City Council’s approval. A copy of the 
report, marked ‘7’, is filed with these minutes. 
 
Mr Osborne CC said that the Park and Ride Services were a good example of the co-
operative work between the County and Leicester City Councils and he considered that 
the proposed extra charge was fair and reasonable. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the outcome of the consultation exercise attached as Appendix B to this report 

be noted; 
 
b) That approval be given to the introduction of a £1.00 day ticket for all concessionary 

pass holders using the Park and Ride services at Birstall, Enderby, and Meynell’s 
Gorse after 9.30 am on weekdays and all day at the weekend and bank holidays. 

 
REASON FOR DECISION: 
 
The introduction of a charge to concessionary pass holders is expected to reduce the 
financial subsidy paid by the City and County Councils from £600,000 to around 
£500,000, giving a saving to the County Council of £50,000 per annum. 
 

242. King Edward VII Sports and Leisure Centre, Melton Mowbray: Proposed Sale to Melton 
Borough Council.  
 
(Mr. J. B. Rhodes CC and Mrs P. Posnett CC, having each declared a personal interest 
remained outside the meeting whilst this item was considered.) 
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The Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Corporate Resources concerning the 
proposed sale of the County Council’s property interest in King Edward VII Sports and 
Leisure Centre, Melton Mowbray, to Melton Borough Council. A copy of the report, 
marked ‘8’, is filed with these minutes 
 
The Cabinet noted comments had been received from the local member, Mr A. E 
Pearson CC, a copy of which was filed with these minutes.  
  
The Leader and Mr Pain CC welcomed the transfer which highlighted the advantages of 
local authorities working together to benefit residents.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
a) That approval be given to the disposal of the King Edward VII Sports and Leisure 

Centre, Melton Mowbray, to Melton Borough Council; 
 
b) That the Director of Corporate Resources in consultation with the County Solicitor be 

authorised to complete the transfer as outlined in this report. 
 
REASON FOR DECISION: 
 
To support and enable the continued delivery of sports and leisure services by the 
Borough Council from this site for the benefit of the area. Sports and leisure services are 
a District Council function and there is no obligation or requirement for the County 
Council to continue with the delivery of these services.   
 
(Mr J. B. Rhodes CC and Mrs P. Posnett CC then returned to the meeting). 
 

243. Results of Consultation on Proposals to Develop a New Primary School for the 
Braunstone Town and Leicester Forest East Area.  
 
The Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Children and Family Services 
concerning the outcome of a consultation exercise on the proposed development of a 
new 210 place primary school to serve the Braunstone Town and Leicester Forest East 
areas in Blaby and to seek approval to start initial design work and invite expression of 
interests from academy sponsors. A copy of the report, marked ‘9’, is filed with these 
minutes. 
 
The Cabinet noted comments had been received from one of the local members, Mrs. J. 
Dickinson CC and a late consultation submission had been received from Leicester 
Forest East Parish Council. Copies of both items are filed with these minutes. 
 
Mr Ould CC said he was pleased that the County Council was now able to progress with 
building a new school, which would alleviate a shortage of primary school places in the 
area.  
 
In response to Mr. Blunt CC, the Director explained that a sustainable travel plan would 
be developed for the new school once an academy sponsor had been confirmed.  
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RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the responses received to the consultation on the proposals to establish a new 

210-place primary school to serve the Braunstone Town and Leicester Forest East 
areas be noted; 

 
b) That the Director of Children and Family Services be requested to; 
 

(i). Take action to enable the design and development of the new school on the 
site of the former Holmfield Primary School in readiness for September 
2016 admissions; 

 
(ii). Commence the process of seeking expressions of interest from suitable 

academy proposers (sponsors) to operate the new school; 
 
c) That a further report to be submitted to the Cabinet in early summer 2015 to seek 

agreement to a preferred academy proposer to run the new school, prior to seeking 
the consent of the Secretary of State for education with whom the final decision rests. 

 
(KEY DECISION) 
 
REASON FOR DECISION: 

 
The Education Act 1996 places a statutory duty on the Local Authority (LA) to ensure a 
sufficient supply of school places.  
 
Analysis of pupil forecasts for the Braunstone catchment area indicates a significant 
increase in demand for school places, which is beginning to exceed the available 
capacity of the three local primary schools. 
 
The consultation on the establishment of a new primary school has been in keeping with 
the Council’s corporate standards to ensure that all stakeholders are made aware of the 
Local Authority’s intentions and have been given the opportunity to comment upon these 
at an early stage.  
 
The results of the consultation show that there is considerable support for the early 
establishment of the new primary school, and there are some helpful comments about 
how the school should operate including the related services it might provide. 
 
Seeking expressions of interest from suitable academy proposers (sponsors) is in 
keeping with the requirements placed on the Local Authority by the section 6A Education 
and Inspections Act 2006 (the academy/free school presumption). 
 
Taking action early in the new year to design the new school and to seek expressions of 
interest from academy proposers, will ensure that a suitable sponsor is secured at the 
earliest opportunity.  This will provide further clarity for parents about which organisation 
will run the school as the admissions cycle commences later in the year, and ensure that 
the school is ready to open in September 2016.  
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244. Director of Public Health Annual Report 2014.  
 
The Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Public Health presenting his Annual 
Report for 2014, a statement on the health of the population of Leicestershire and a key 
resource for shaping commissioning decisions to improve the health status of the 
population.  A copy of the report, marked item ‘10’, is filed with these minutes. 
  
Mr. White CC commended the report which highlighted that the health of the population 
relied on many other factors than just the National Health Service, including a good 
education, access to quality green space and a good standard of housing.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
a) The Director of Public Health Annual Report 2014 as appended to the report be noted 

and its recommendations supported;  
 
b) That it be noted that the Annual Report will be submitted for consideration by County 

Council on 25 March 2015. 
 

(KEY DECISION) 
 

REASON FOR DECISION: 
 

The purpose of a Director of Public Health is to improve the health and wellbeing of the 
people of Leicestershire.  This is done by reporting publicly and independently on trends 
and gaps in the health and wellbeing of the population and by making recommendations 
for improvement to a wide range of organisations. 
 
One of the roles of the Director of Public Health is to be an independent advocate for the 
health of their population.  The Annual Reports are the main way by which Directors of 
Public Health make their conclusions known to the public.  
 

245. Items referred from Overview and Scrutiny.  
 
There were no items referred from Overview and Scrutiny. 
 

246. Exclusion of the Press and Public.  
 
RESOLVED: 
  
That under Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded for 
the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of 
exempt information as defined in the paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act 
specified below and that, in all circumstances of the case, the public interest in 
maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information -  
  
Item                                                                            Paragraph nos. 
 
Report to the Cabinet sitting as Trustees of the            3 and 10 
Kibworth High School Foundation – Proposed  
Sale of Land Known as Warwick Road Recreation  
Ground, Kibworth     
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247. Report to the Cabinet Sitting as Trustees of the Kibworth High School Foundation - 
Proposed Sale of Land Known as Warwick Road Recreation Ground, Kibworth.  
 
The Cabinet considered an exempt joint report of the Director of Corporate Resources 
and County Solicitor seeking agreement of the Cabinet sitting as the Trustee of the 
Kibworth High School Foundation to the sale of the playing field land know as Warwick 
Road Recreational Land. A copy of the report, marked ‘12’, is filed with these minutes. 
The report was not for publication by virtue of paragraphs 3 and 10 of Schedule 12(A) of 
the Local Government Act 1972. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the Cabinet in its role as Trustee of the Kibworth High School Foundation agrees 

to the sale of Warwick Road Recreation Ground, Kibworth to the Parish Councils of 
Kibworth Beauchamp and Kibworth Harcourt on the terms set out in Appendix B to the 
report; 

 
b) That the Director of Corporate Resources be authorised to negotiate the detailed 

terms of the sale of Warwick Road Recreation Ground; 
 
c) That the County Solicitor be authorised to advertise the proposed disposal and 

subject to no adverse action resulting from this advertisement, be authorised to 
undertake any necessary action to give effect to the decision at (a) above following 
consultation with the Director of Corporate Resources. 

 
REASON FOR DECISION: 

 
To secure a capital receipt for the Kibworth High School Foundation. 
 
 

11.00  - 11.58 am CHAIRMAN 
11 December 2014 
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